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be repealed. His party, however, was composed of land-
owners. The Irish famine forced his hand. In that country in
1846, each week nearly 3000 people were dying in the work-
houses alone.1 England herself could send no corn, for her
crops were ruined by rain. Cobden said these rains " washed
away the Corn Laws ", for Peel hesitated no longer, and
decided for Repeal. His Cabinet would not agree, aiid Peel
resigned,

There was a brief interval when the Whigs tried to form
a ministry, but here again landlords would not agree to the Repeat
import of foreign corn, so Lord John Russell declined office,
Peel came back, thinking the way clear. He was mistaken,
In his party was the ambitious young Jew, Benjamin Disraeli,
who led a revolt of the Tories against their leader, claiming
that Peel was " betraying the party ". For the landowners
it must be said that many honestly considered that repeal
would ruin agriculture and therefore injure the country*
Peel, however, remained convinced that the Corn Laws
were against the interests of the people, and he was firm in
his resolve not to let party considerations come before those
of the nation. Deprived, through Disraeli, of the support
of some of his own party, he turned to those of his opponents,
the Whigs, who also favoured repeal. With their help the
repeal of the Corn Laws was carried (1846).

Peel tried to convince his party that this was both inevit-
able and part of a comprehensive plan, for not only were the Fan
corn duties reduced to Is., but taxes on live stock, meat, pfeei
cheese, and butter were abolished, as well as duties on many
manufactured goods.   His efforts were vain.   Disraeli pur-
sued him unrelentingly, calling the Government " organized
hypocrisy *', Peel himself a " sublime mediocrity",  and
finally joined with the Whigs in defeating him over another
measure.     Peel  resigned  the   Premiership.     Lord  John
Russell and the Whigs came into office, and later (1852)

1 In the four year* 184S-48, the population of Ireland fell through deathi and
emigration, by almost 2 million, and decreased from 8,300,000 to 6,600tOOO,